
School Readiness: Closing
Racial and Ethnic Gaps

3 Preface

5 Introducing the Issue by Cecilia Rouse, Jeanne Brooks-Gunn, and
Sara McLanahan

15 Assessment Issues in the Testing of Children at School Entry 
by Donald A. Rock and A. Jackson Stenner

35 Can Family Socioeconomic Resources Account for Racial and
Ethnic Test Score Gaps? by Greg J. Duncan and Katherine A.
Magnuson

55 Genetic Differences and School Readiness by William T. Dickens

71 Neuroscience Perspectives on Disparities in School Readiness 
and Cognitive Achievement by Kimberly G. Noble, Nim Tottenham,
and B. J. Casey

91 Low Birth Weight and School Readiness by Nancy E. Reichman

117 Health Disparities and Gaps in School Readiness by Janet Currie

139 The Contribution of Parenting to Ethnic and Racial Gaps in School
Readiness by Jeanne Brooks-Gunn and Lisa B. Markman

169 Early Childhood Care and Education: Effects on Ethnic and 
Racial Gaps in School Readiness by Katherine A. Magnuson and
Jane Waldfogel

V O LU M E  1 5 N U M B E R  1 S P R I N G  2 0 0 5

The Future   
of Children

P R I N C E T O N  -  B R O O K I N G S

w w w. f u t u r e o f c h i l d r e n . o r g





Welcome to the new
Future of Children. In
addition to the new look,
the journal has a new
home—the Woodrow

Wilson School at Princeton University in part-
nership with the Brookings Institution. We
are excited about this new venture and are
honored to have been given the reins of such
a respected journal by the Packard Founda-
tion.

Although the journal has a new publisher, the
overall mission remains the same: translating
the best social science research into informa-
tion that is useful to policymakers, practition-
ers, and the media. We have developed plans
to ensure that we get our information into the
hands (and heads) of as many people as possi-
ble: shorter publications on our website and
public events and conferences aimed at poli-
cymakers and practitioners. All the informa-
tion about our outreach efforts can be found
on our website, www.futureofchildren.org,
and we encourage you to visit and sign up for
the e-newsletter so that we can keep you ap-
prised of our efforts.

Probably the biggest change is that we have
become primarily a web-based journal. Al-
though some print copies of the journal will
continue to be produced, for the most part
readers will find us on the web. We made this
decision based on the reality of the high costs
of producing and mailing large numbers of
print volumes for free, coupled with the
growing access people have to the internet.
We do understand, however, that many read-
ers would like to keep receiving print copies
of the journal, so we now offer moderately
priced subscriptions as well as single-copy
sales.

We hope you like our changes and continue to
read and use the journal. We have received a
great gift in being able to produce The Future
of Children, and we will work hard to ensure
its quality, integrity, and accessibility.

Sara McLanahan
Editor-in-Chief
The Future of Children
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